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Nl'.'V You;;. WEDNESDAY, l>i:< KMDKI: 17. 1878.
The j/robabilities arc that the weather in New

York and Us vicinity to-day will be tcuroier ami
fair. To-morrow it will be warm and clear, followedby decreasing temperature.
Wall Stbket Yesterday..Stocks were fairly

active but very weak until toward tlio close,
when a general recovery brought prices a little
above the opening level. Money was rather
onsy, the ruling quotation for call loans on

stocks being (j per cent. Foreign exchange
was more active and rates for sterling were advanced.For government bonds there was a

teddy investment demand, while State and
railway bonds were difll and irregular. Reportsof the three great Vanderbilt lines were

made, and abstracts of tbein will be found in
the linancial columns.

Yesterday was "monument day" in the Senate,bills or reports relutivc to throe different
monuments having been presented.
Tuk Call for a meeting to consider asylum

abuses is so well signed us to promise ut least
a purtial wiping out of our State's greatest disgrace.

In Spite of Uefdulican Oitosition from
Washington the two houses of the Virginia
Assembly have elected ticncrul Muhone to the
United Stutes Senate.

Dk. Lemoyne's Cremation Furnace has
been ablust again, but the 'name of the individualincinerated is so carefully withheld that
it is evident posthumous notoriety was not the
cause of the operation.
The IlousE of Representatives is to have

a special committee on ship canals, to whom all
nutlHimu X.,. ...l.i.»

11 .-J "*.". "*» OUUJOTI, U1 UlilUUK
through the Isthmus are to be referred. There
are numerous hcuduchcs iu btore lor that committee.
The Albany Lkoialatohs who arc investigat

ing railroad management arc to usccrtuin, if
possible, the amount of "water" in the ''L*'
roads. Judged by the quantity that drops upon
pedestrians the original supply of water must
be enormous.

Scour One for the Custom House! An ocean

steamer has beoi seized for bringing iu u pug
dog, estimated value fifteen dollars, which did
not appear on the ship's manifest. Let Great
Britain take heed to her wuys, if she wants to
do business with us.

Bktwekn Maine anu Moralitt prominent
New York republicans at home and in Washingtonare disagreeing sadly about the Presidentialelectors tjuestiou. The matter, if left
untouched, may possibly kill their party; but
it is far mora honorable to bo killed than to commitsuicide.

Tiik Ai.dkkmanic assumption of power to
grant railroad franchise* was rebuked yesterdayby a veto uud an opinion of the CorporationCounsel. lint the will still exists to cut
the city to pieces with horse-car tracks, and the
building time of a paper railroad up town was

extended for a year.

In Another Colitmn will be found a graphic
and interesting account of the defeat by the
Chileans of the Ui-ru viati Army under General
Uuciidia at San Francisco, furnished us by our

corroponiiciit at lama. Tin: lloliviuiiM arc «lingustcdwith (lie conduct of the war uu<l the
general iliicction of military movements. PresidentI'rudu is just now in hu<I odor ut Lima.

Tiik W*athkk..-During the curly part of yesterdaya depression advanced Ironi the Northwestover the lake regions and central valleys.
Toward uight it liegiin to develop energy in Lite
lower lake district*, where, heavy nnow began
falling ami the wind blowing briskly. Tho
priwwni in Mill lielow the mean in the northernjwirtion of the New England States, tbo
disturbance that passed over this district on

Monday being still over the Nova Scotia
Pliant. The barometer in high in the
South Atlantic and Gulf States. It is
also high and rising steadily throughout
the Northwest. The weather- was lair in
all sections of the country with the exception
of the lake regions, where it was cloudy, with
snow and sleet showers. The temperature fell
decidedly in the Middle Atlantie and New EnglandStates ami rose in the other districts. Tho
winds have hecn from brisk to fresh in the lake
regions, mitral valleys and the Northwest.
Tlicy were generally fresh elsewhere. The
tcuipcruture will rise to-day in all the Atlantic
count districts, but Will begin to full ugain tomorrownight, ami on 'I hnrnday night it will
lighter below freezing point. The weather in
New York mid it* vicinity to-day will be warmer

and fair. To-morrow it will howuriu uud clear,
followed by decreasing temperature.

Ml*

NEW YORK
Mr. Paraell'i VUit.

In a few days the louder of the agrarian
agitation in Ireland will step aboard the
steamer which is to briug him to America.
Why docs he come ? If as a more visitor to
see our country and form acquaintances
with our people he is as welcome as

are all other European gentlemen who
como hither with a similar purpose. If
as a political refuse who flies from
home lest, like son^ of his associates,
he should be arrested and indicted for sedition,he is still welcome. Wo have never

relutuul asylum to men of that class; but
if tlint could be supposed any part of Mr.
Pnrnell's motive we ooald not commend his
courage under the circumstances. Having
led his coadjutors into the meshes of the
law we should not expect him to abandon
them in their trouble and find safety
for himself in a foreign land, even

under color of a mission to raise
money for their cause. The most becomingplace for a chief is at the
mint of duntrflr. It is aertain that Mr. Par-
nel! will be safe in this country so long us

ho chooses to stay, since an English writ
cannot be served' on him within our juriddiction.He will be safe while his associates
are in peril ; he can watch at a distance the
proceedings against them, and judge by
the severity of their sentences what would
be likely to happen to himself if he should
return and fall into the clutches of the government.It will reqnire no nerve for him
to make speeches here, and no violence
of inflammatory language will expose him
to prosecution. We commend his pru-
dence, but hold our judgmont in suspense
as to his courage until it is seen what
amount of danger he will have to face when
he selects the time for his return. Consideringthe time he has chosen for his departureand absence he is not giving a proof of
intrepidity.

It is given out that Mr. Parnell comes on

amission. If when he arrives on our shores
he announces that the purpose of his
mission is an appeal to the American peopleto supply food for the famishing our

whole press and whole publio will give him
their warmest moral support. His meetings
for this purpose will be largely attended by
our best citizens, and there will ba no

difficulty in * raising means to send
cargo after cargo of flour and meal and
pork to be distributed among the suffering
Irish poor. If he should wish to create an

emigration land he will find sympathetic
listeners for that also, after the supply of
food is.made adequate for the relief of immediatedistress. Anything which he proposesfor the real welfare of Ireland, which
it is proper for the American people to do,
will be judged with generous candor.
But suppose he wants to raise a sedition

fund in America? If that is the object of*
his mission we cannot encourage him to
expect any success. How would the
money be expended? If for arms, our

government -would interfere and prevent
the shipment of arms to be used against a

government with which it is at peace. If for
supporting orators andspouters, our people
would refuse to give money to be expended
in getting the speakers into jail with those
of Mr. Purnell's associates who are awaiting
trial. Such contributions would bring
good to nobody and would get a great many
speakers into trouble. Besides, there
would bo a manifest indecency in sending
money into a foreign country for assisting
people in violating its laws.

It the American people are to be asked
for contributions to an Iriih sedition fund
they will either turn a deaf ear to a pro*
posal which they think absurd on its face,
or they will iuquire into the merits and
grounds of the application. What is this
agitation for ? The answer may as well be
stated in the nakedness of simple truth.it
is an agitation to uphold the Irish tenant
furmers in violating their contracts. To
bo sure, there are ulterior objects,
but the road to those farther objects lies
through a bold and menacing violation
of contracts into which the tenants voluntarilyentered. Whether as a means or an

end, the violation of contracts does not
commend itself to moral approval. Cases
indeed sometimes arise in the course of
human nffiirs when the violation of a con-
tract is excusable; but the only excuse

^hich the moral sense of mankind has ever

admitted as valid iB inability to perform
the contract. If a tenant has engaged to
pay a certain rent, and, owing to the vicissitudesof the season, has nothing to pay
with, no blamo attaches to the default
thus forced upon him by a hard necessity.
This is the unfortunat', the pitiable state
of many ot the poorer Irish tenants. But
there is no need of agitation and sedition
to prevent such people from paying rents.
As ho coercion on the part of the landlords
can extort irom them what they do not

possess, bo, on the other hand, it is superfluousfind preposterous to bull-dozo them
into withholding what they have not. Tho
notation which is inspired and led
by Mr. Puriydl is intended to preventthe payment of rents by tenants
who have the ability, and is therefore
a bold utul bit Id encouragement to the repudiationof legal debts. Encouragement
is not, however, the proper word for describingthis widespread system of coercive
violence. Irish tenants who have the means

and the disposition to fulfil their engagementsare assailed with threats and put in
peril of assassination ; and this is the good
work tor which American assistance is to
be solicited 1 The agrarian agitation led
by Mr. Parnoll is a iieroo and murderous
crusade against common honesty.a war

upon that first principle of sonnd morals
recognized in all ages and countries, that
it is the duly of men to fulfil their contracts.It will be in vain for Mr. Parnoll
to ask the American people to indorse and
assist a movement which thus, strikes at
the foundation ol morals and subverts one
of tho main pillars of society. If he declaimson the hardships of people who
have nothing to pay and little to eat wo

shall admit the loroe of the appeal but relusuto respond in the wuy which he
asks. Money he can have in abundancefor alloviatiug the sufferings of
this class, but not for muking them
the instruments of coercing other tenants
to violate their contracts and expose themselvesto the rigors of thf lsir, The Amer-
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ioan people will not be parties to a move-

incut for getting honest Irishmen into a

scrape ami en tangling them in the meahea
of criminal prosecutions.

It muy be said that this violence, and
this repudiation of contracts, and this intimidatingbrnvudi'*, are necessary means of
forcing a reform in the land luws. These may
be Irish methods, but they are not Americanmethods. Our people do not believe
in doing evil tha4 good may come. "Who
noble ends by nobio in cans pursues" has
always beun thought worthy of oouimendiv-
tion; but in this Irish agitation we c n-

demn both the ends and the moans. What
is tho professed end? Why, to abolish
the tenant system and divide Irelandinto' small farms upon which
men shall cultivate their own acres.

This #is a seductive picture if it j
could be realized; but how are people
who are'too poor to pay their rents and are
in danger of famishing to purchase these
ideal small farms? They can obtain them
only bv spoliation, and Mr. Parnell's plan
is rank communism. The poor Irish are

being as badly practised upon as oar confidingfreedmen were when each of them
was promised by demagogues "forty acres

and a male."

Grant iu Philadelphia.
General Grant was yesterday welcomed

to Philadelphia by a turn out of nearly
the whole population. So extravagant a

demonstration of popular good will toward
sm individual has soarcely been seon by
the present generation; and if it were lair
bo regard this welcome in a political light
it might well admonish the lriends of
atber candidates that» they have a hard
fight before them. But there was

evidently a sentiment in Philadelphia,
us there was previously in Cincinnati,
that any attempt to foist politics into these
popular expressions of gratitude would be
in bad taste, and in fact offensive. Gentlemenof all parties joined hands on the occasionto do honor to a man whose servioes
to the .nation are almost without a parallel.
In Cincinnati the participation of tho
democrats was especially conspicuous, and
the men who would be in a politioal oanvassvery resolute opponents of General
Grant have been foremost in their exhibitionof a desire not to be outdone in
giving an open-hearted welcome to the nation'sgreat soldier and the conqueror of
the peace that saved the Union. This sentimentis as honorable to the people as it is
to the subject of this unusual honor. It
boldly puts out of the way all the small
manoeuvres of the politicians, spikes the
suns of the boomers and assumes that
Grant as a popular hero is aside from par*
ties and party conflicts.

Dimes on the "L."

It is a matter of common report that
many employes of the elevated railroads
arrogate to themselves a quantity and qualityof authority that no people or corporationoutside of the United States would
tolerate for a single day. Insolence to passengers,rude manners, carelessness in importantduties, hair-splitting discriminationsand annoyances of many other kinds
have been reported steadily through the
Hebald's "Complaint Book" ever since the
roads wero opened to business. The latest
stretoh of authority is a little the most outrageousof all, for it transgresses not only
the rules of the oompanies but the laws of
the United States. Some agents are reportedto have refused badly worn coin,
although the law recognizes a worn piece
at its nominal value ho long as its denominationis not in doubt, and the SubTreasuryredeemb such coin, the only
groifud of refusal being mutilation.
Perhaps the agents referred to do not know
the difference between mutilation and
abrasion, but as the public does, it might
be well for the oompanies to instruct their
ticket sellers accordingly. It being a matterof fact that almost any silver ooin of the
United States may be worn smooth without
losing more than a tenth, part of one per
cent of its value, and as this fact will be
evident to any one who notes how little of
the material of the coins iB in the raised
portion of the surface, ticket agents have
no excqse for adding to the already too numerousannoyances of people who pay more
for the accommodations received than the
difference between the expenses and receiptsof the roads justifies.

Kxtr«*mt»s

Maine and Florida are situated respectivelyat the northern and southern extremitiesof the Union. If a demooratio
canvassing board in Maine reverses the
popular vote in 1879 by manipulating retnrns,it imitates a republican canvassing
board in Florida in 187C. It is an example
of extremes meeting. We do not assert*
that in either instauce the reversal may not
be supported on technicalities. We merely
call attention to the likeness of the two
cases. The will of the people is equally
subverted in both. As the late Mr. William
M. Tweed remarked with regard to somo

business of the same sort, so the Florida
democrats may say to the Maine republicans,"Now you know how it is yourself."
But lor technicalities the democratic electorswuuld have been returned in Florida,
and but for technicalities a republican
Legislature would be returned in Maine.
The Electoral CominiKsion adjudged tbat it
was impossible to go behind the certificate
of the Florida Hcturning Board, and so,
perhaps, it will bo impossible to go behind
tho certificate of the Returning Board in
Maine, though thai remains to be seen. If
the Hupreine Court of Maine should adjudgethat the decision of Governor Garoelonand hia Council is not final as to who
"uppear to be elected" to the Louislature of
that State (this being ther language of its
constitution), then the Maine republicans
are fortunate in possessing a remedy which
was denied to the democrats of Florida.
In spite of tho clamor which Senator

Blaine and his followers are making about
this Maine affair very little pity Is felt lor
them, even among persons whose estimate
of the wrong done does not differ from their
own. Remembering what happened three
yeara ago, this ousting of a republican
majority by technicalities seema a rough
kind of Mosaic justice.an eye for an eye
and A tooth for » tooth. Uic moat hopalul
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iew wo take of it is that it may. awake the

republican party to the datiger of the precedentsthey set in 187G. It retaliation in
kind i8 ' to be tolerated in politico the
scieuce of our government will soon get
down to the level of jurisprudence measuredby the practice of law in a Tombs
court.

TU» Afghani W»r.
"There is no o>»use for alarm," says the

Londou Titnen in regard to the war in
Afghanistan; just as the ruler pf Franco at
a critical stago in the war with Germany
said to the Parisians that "all could yet be
set right" As the Emperor's phrase impliedthat all was at that momeut wrong,
so tho phrase of the Time* suggests its
opinion that the reports pre such that the
country will certainly need reassurance as

to the possible extent of the bad news.

Thirty thousand Alghaus are in arms

aguinst the British forces near Cabul. They
are well armed and apparently well disciplined."Their fire was severe," -ays
General Roberts,/but as the report of operationsfor seven days sums up a loss for
the English of only forty-two killed and
seventy-six wounded it may be judged that
the "severity" does not appear, unless we

are to assume that the English got out
of the way with peculiar alacrity. To
make head against this thirty thousand
the British have an effective forco
of five thousand. Nominally they haVe
rather more, but in the parade of the whole
available force made on the 10th, with a

view to awe the city of Cabul, the number
of troops then under arms was reported at
five thousand. No troops of any value for
activc operations would have been left out
of the lines on that day. And this small
British force is now besieged by the Afghans
in its intrenched camp to the north of
Cabul. This exhibits a sudden and remarkablechange from the recent attitude ofcthe
forces.
But a very few days ago the British were

in possesion of the country and its capital;
and, though neither was tranquil, there was

not excitement or aotivity enough to inspireany uneasiness. It was known at
Candahar and Cabul early in the month
that Ayoub Khan had marched from Herat
toward Candahar with twelve regiments,
but it was believed that this was an outburstof a "mutinous" spirit on the part
of the troops;, though how the activity
of soldiers eager to drive a foreign
invader out of the country can fairly be
called a mutiny it would trouble any one

but an Englishman to tell. But Ayoub's
movement was attributed to the "mutiny'*
of his troops and so regarded with contempt.It was not in the least suspected
that this movement might be taken in concertwith a sudden aotivity of troops near

Cabul.
On the 9th an agent of the British commissary,collecting supplies at Maidan, on

the Ghuznee road, was killed, and considerabledisaffection in that neighborhood
was reported. On that day or the next
General Baker was sent to restore order,
and General Massy was to follow, but the
latter commander did not got far on his
way. He was surprised at Sarkhkotal
by the discovery that he was at a

point whioh had been selected for
the concentration of hostile forces;
and General Roberts fonnd that the war

had broken ont all around him without
notioe. An immediate attempt to disperse
the hostile forces brought on the fight betweenGeneral Massy and Mohammed
Jan, in which General Massy was beaten
sand compelled to make a precipitate retreat.On the next day the fight was

renewed, with the addition of the force
under General Baker, brought back irom
Maidan. General Roberts reported a completevictory. Nevertheless the enemy
accomplished the object of their movement,which was to seize the heights
south of the Bala-Hissar. With the
enemy in that position the Cabul citadel
was not tenable, and therefore it was deoidedto storm their position on Saturday
last. Wo have not l\fard uny account of
that fight, but we are permitted to learn
that the English are no longer in Cabul,
that they have evacuated tho city and are

in their intrenched camp, and thut "their
strength is being tested more severely than
hitherto," and "for the moment the Afghanshave the upper hand."
But we must remember that we have not

heard the worst of the news lrom Afghanistan.We have heard only tho reports of
official correspondents, who aro not permittedin these days to distress tho British
public with a detail ol unpleasant facts.
What could not possibly be kept from tho
public is out, and it indicates sufficiently
that a serious calamity has actually occurredor is imminont.

Captain Williams Transfer* Himself.

The Herald lins occasionally become
weary of well doing in tho matter of informingthe Police Commissioners of what
every one known to be the dnty of those
gontlemon.every one bnt themselves. liut
the news published yesterday showed o«>nclnsivelythe foolishness of being faintheartedand despondent. Months ago,
while the transfer of Captain Williams from
the Twenty-ninth precinct was being nrged
by at least one of 'the Commissioners, and
opposed by at leant two others, whose intelligentappreciation of the good thing* of
this world doubtless caused their reluctanceto tear the Captain away from the
"tenderloin steak of the city," tho lhuuLn
advised the doughty King ot Clubs to havo
pity upon his friends and transfer himself.
Our yosterday's reports of interviews with
some of the Commissioners indicate that
the reoont change in the Captain's sphere
of duty lias been in accordance with
the Ribald's

% ndvioo. Captain Williams,say Commissioners French and
Wheeler, it promoted, not degraded ;
he regards the transfer as a compliment ;
he desired the change himself and without
hiB approval it would not have been made.
This is as it should be ; the underlings of
an autocrat should always be courteous to
tho power that is gracious enough to allow
them to publicly go through the formalitiesof governing liim, but it is to be hoped
that the Commissioners will Exhibit proper
sentiments of gratitude to the Hsbaid lor
the suggestion that has relieved them of
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the tortures they were experiencing a few
weeks iigo.
As for the C.iptain himself, Bober thought

does not make his act of self-transfer ap-
pear one of unalloyed magnanimity. It is
possible for the region of the tenderloin
steak ot an animal to be worked so hard as

to make the choicest cut extremely innu-
trioious and unsatisfactory, and it is not
impossible that tho once appetizing Twentyninthmuy have been reduced to Mie
same condition. Yielders of tenderloin
stoaks, when under the impression that too
much is being required of them, may
gradually stray into fresh fields and pasturesnew, or, worse yet, remain behind
beoauso too thin to move and too tough to
devour. In such cases tho true gourmand
who personally selects his own viands
must himself seek fresh hunting grounds.
Street sweepers' brooms dp not at first
sight appear edible, but culinary ingenuity
has worked wonders with material that was

far more unpromising in the rough ; bo it
is not impossible that the Captain and his
dependents may yet put knife and fork into
dishes compared with which tenderloin
Btetiks are mere prison fare. Should tho
enterprise fnil, however, it is a consolation
to the publio to know that the Captain has
still a property in Japan, where everything
is still tenderloin to skilful Americans. If
the sfid property is large enough to accommodatesome of the Commissioners also the
public joy will be still greater.

Science Enlivened by Romance.

Wo print from advanoe sheets the principalparts of the Vicomte de Lesseps'
treatise upon an American interoceanic
canal which will appear in the January
number of the North American Rtview. The
time-worn story of another Frenchman, who
constructed an ideal camel out of his consciousnessand wrote a brilliant treatise
nnnn tlm withnnt m»

.~e>. j v#vw*l"v "

seeing the live animal, comes irresistibly to
mind while reading it. After listening to
Admiral Ammen's straightforward lecture
on the same topic lust week, whioh
stuck so closely to a dry discussionof tho subject, M. de Lesseps*
discursive speculations whether King
Solomon's ships sailed up the Amazon and
the red men of this continent are descendantsof Egyptians, together with his researchesinto the ancient Peruvian languageand anecdotes of diplomatic experiencewith Mehemot Ali, seem delightfully
impertinent to the real mutter in hand.
His picturesque description of the result
of the Paris Canal Congress as "a monumentof science erected in a fortnight," his
unlimited averment that the French explorations"furnish all that is wanting to an
exact knowledge of the American Isthmus
throughout ita entire length," and his positiveussuranoe that "the Panama Canal will
be easier to begin, to finish and to maintainthan the Canal of Suez," fjjl us with
equal admiration. The sober and plodding
American surveyors and calculators who
have been hard at work upon this great
canal problem, not merely lor a fortnight,
but for the last quarter of a oentury, and
have modestly but firmly reaohed other
conclusions, will .hold iheir breath with
surprise at the dashing style of their redoubtableFrench adversary. But we welcomeit heartily. It enlivens an uncommnnlvaorinim scientific) debate with the
charms of romantic literature.
Emancipating ourselves, however, from

the fascination of the Yicomte's romantic
method of treatment, and analyzing his
article for the purpose of extracting the
pith of it, its conclusions may be summed
up in two sentences. He contends that a

canal by the Nicaragua route, fed with river
and lake water, is inexpedient, beoause it
will bo impossible to build it with lines
straight enough to permit the passage of
large >steamHhips, beoause there will be
such deluys in working the locks that it
will be useless for practical navigation, and
because it will be frequently broken up by
earthquakes. He contends also that a tidewatercanal by the Panama route is expedient,because the Paris Canal Congresshas voted that it is practicable,because "there are no earthquakesat Panama," and because he
"trusts that there ard no serious physical
obstacles." But he does not expand his
argument on any of these points sufficiently
to carry conviction against the official ad- '

vice of the United Slates commission
which

,
was appointed by President Grant

in 1872 and reported in 1876, and of Which
Admiral Amnion is the representative. His
article is only adapted to stimulate the
already enlisted partisans of the Panama
project under the Colombian ten per cent,

grant, but not to oonvince and disarm nny
of its critics. As to his connecCion with
that project and grant he desires it to be
understood that he "bus assumed the responsibilityof the enterprise, and no one

else has any responsibility whatever" for
its methods and management.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Axaoclate JuRtice Stephen J. Ftold. of tho United
State* Supremo Court, 1* at the Uucllngliam Hotel.

It la whiaperud lu Uouie that Queen Marghcrite U
aorioualy unwell, anil that her luug* are threatened.
Captain William Arthur, naval attache of the

Drltlah Legation, la at tho Claraudon Hotel, on hla
way to Washington.
Colonel lJuruahv aaya that Europe ha* Ions than

nlno and a half million aoliliura and a quarter of a
million of aoa toroe*.
Owing to a change for the worse In Uor Majeaty'a

health tho Empress of liuaala haa abandoned her
intended vieit to Homo. '

M. Zola, with hla nnual taate, refera, in hia latoat
work, to "ma certain prince, Jilt d'unt reine trtt puu$ante,"and to nia orgies "rhn Sana."
An old diplomat thuH improved on an old saw:.

' I'm importe de dire ce qu'nn fiente ou d* )>en*<r ct qu'on
dit," aitya he; "le tout rtt it'nroir fair ronvainev."
Professor K. H. Morae thinka that the original Inhabitautaof Japan were of the aame atook from

whleli aprang th| Kxquimaut and American Indiana,
Philadelphia papera give mapa of Orant'a tour

round the world. After they got Philadelphia In
there la Just room on the mapa for aome of the rest
of tho world.
Kem6nyl aaya that It require* a little lunaey to

play well on the violin, and that Uddlara ought to be
aliut up in a lunatic asylum. But what oouid we do
without KeinftnylT
"Oarfon," cried a diner during the lata jraow storm

at Pari*, "qu'ut-ot que now aw de/rvid f" "Montieur
iM bim bom," »aya the walleti "/'at lu fU*» d la
glact, tl c'eit cotnm* fit pendant tout t'hirer."
King Ktlekaua, of the Uandwich lalauda, ha* tried

to induce Portuguese teeettle la hie eeuatfy, having

'

I "

casgbt th« foar that the Chinese will toon bo la «
majority titers'
Mr. Proctor wrltea:-."Mr. Blantou UqncM, of

Louisville. 1* exercised rt'sp«ctiug a staterueut attributedto mo renpe^^DK pbuoUrv perihelia, to tho
affect tUirt the four gtaut plaueU bad oftou bean 111
l>erihelion within u shorter interval than that botwaenltH«i and 18ar>, when they will next be severallyin perihelion. As a matter of fact 1 said nothingot the sort. In answer to a question read by ma
two minutes before I stepped upon the platform I
aid, 'Those planets, the plant planets, will all bo In

p*rihollou between 188J aud 1H85, but [It can roadily
bo shown that, taking the disturbance of tho solar
envelope by a planet as of tbo nature of tidal action,
and therefore directly proportloual to the mass and
lnveraoly proportional to the cube of the distauce,
the four terrestrial planets. Mercury, Venus, the
Karth and M»rs, disturb the tun more than tho glint
planets, and] these plauets have many timos during
the earth's history readied their perihelia within a
shorter interval than that within which tho four
gl>ut planets will next be lu perihelion, without an/
injury resulting to the earth.' Tbo reporter* left out
the part botweeu brackets, that la all."

It is amusing to tlud the stern critic of artlstio or

literary shortcomings falling Into mistakes which
au intelligent school girl might bo expected to avoid.
Dr. V. A. Yon Moschgisker, in tho liepublic, take*
Mr. Johu McC'ullough to ta«k, because lu reciting
the "oration" of Brutus Mr. McCuIlough was not the
Brutus who, according to Marc Autouy, could
"move the stones of Home to rise and mutiny."
Dr. Moschzisker's mistake is not much worse, however,than that made by those who repeat Mare Antony'swords, as though spoken in a sarcastic tone.
It Antony had given the slightest hint of sarcasm at
the beginning of his oration (the only oration in ths
play, for Brutus makea but a mere plain statement
of his case), whether in speaking of tho oratorical
force which be pretends to And In Bratua, or in the
often repoated words "And they are honorable men.'
the plebeian crowd would havo toTu him In piecea,
Aa it la, though he begins all. softly and wltn prai»«
only, the rabble will hurdly hoar him. Jfet we hava
heard actors of repute, In the part of Antony, repeat
the words, "Aud they are honorable men," "and
surely they are honorablo men." in the same ton*
throughout the oration, losing altogether that
gradual chauge from unquestioning confidence,
through heaitation, doubt, suHpicion, to utter acorn*
which glvea theae words their power.

FINE ARTST"
ILLUSTRATION IN HARPKR'S FOB JANUARY.

The opening illustrations in Harper's Magaxin*
for January are C. A. Abbey's most admirable aerie#
of nine drawings, with Keats' poem, "The Eve of
St. Agnes." They are finely engraved, aa a rule, by
YuengUng, Davia, Smitliwick aoA French, Hoskin,
King and Wolf, and we are sorry* say very heavily
printed. Though there are aome faults to bo found
in the engraver'a interpretation of the artlat'a work,
and with ono of the drawinga, the series aa a whole
ia worthy the poem, than whioh there can
be no higher praise. The cuta named from
the linos they illustrate are:."Numb woro
the beadsman's Queers while he told," iu
which the engraver has been very uncertain
in his cutting ot the architectural work. "And sttent
was the llock in woolly fold," especially excellent in
the landscape portion; the very strong aud effective
"Northward he turneththrough a little door;" "Hot
maiden eyes divine, fixed on the floor, aaw many a
sweeping train," admirable in its figurea and in
light and shade, kept well-in hand; the breezy, motionfnl"Meantime, aoroea the moors, had soma
young Porphyro;" "Ah, happy ohancel the aged
creature came;" "Through many a dusky gallery
they gain the maiden's chamber".really a superb
drawing; "Pensive awhile she dreams awake," in
whioh the figure, though good in execution if it ba«
brawny arms, is not successful in presenting the
ideal heroine or harmonizing with the Hues,
for there Is none of the half nndity
which they suggeat and which oould have been
made charming uae of, and where the engraver has
not been happy in cutting the rays of light, though
his other work ia good, and "They Glide, Like Phan*
toms, into the wide Hall," which la noticeable for
its fine poses. F. B. Mayer illustrates in his very
clever and interesting way "Old Baltimore and Iu
Merchants." His figure of the Drnid ia excellent.
Mr. Rogers' Colorado aketohes are only fair. Misa
Curtis does aa well aa usual in her drawings to
"Compulsory Education In Brooklyn," which Sol.
Eytinge, Jr., contrives to make ridiculous, especially
in "The School Ruled by Love," with ita pryingchildren. C. S. Reinhart has a strong and very
effective Illustration to the story of "The Old Woman
with a Bag," and Miss Oakeya to the "Christmas
Anthem," aro aa wholes charming. The firat may
bo aaid to be almost decorative in effect, and the
young lady ia well given. The two children are,
however, badly drawn, and are "stick*."

O. B. Keinliart also Illustrates a poem, "Zlobaao.**
There are two cnta, of which the second ia good la
all but the drawing.

OBITUARY.

bey. william h. goods.
The venerable William H. Ooode, D. D., of th«

Methodist Episcopal Church, died of paralysis at hla
rosideuce, in Uiohmond, Ind., at tour o'clock yesterdaymorning.

midshipman j. m*l. proudtit, u. 8. v.
Midshipman John MoLean Proudflt, of the United

States Navy, died on the 15th inst. In the twentyfifthyear of bis age. He waa born in this Htate and
entered the Naval Academy iu IHT1, graduating Jun«
10, 1X70. His last cruise expired In Angust, 1877, and
he has since been stationed at the port of Maw York.

dr. j. b. gould.
Dr. 9. B. Gould died in this eity on Monday, of

heart disease. His wife was the founder of tha
Home for Indigent Children, at Home, Italy. Ha
was a native of Sharon, Conn., whore ho was born
In 1810. He studied mediolne In this city, receiving
bis diploma trom the College of Physicians and
Burgeons In 1833. For several years he had reaided
in Home.

MYSTERIOUS CREMATION.

lemoynk's furnace used fob the fourth

time at washington, pa..absubd 8ecre(fe.wasit the bodx of track!, the
mubdereb ?

Ley telegraph to the hebald.]
PiTTsnt-mu, Pa., Dec. 10, 1879.

A very peculiar kind of aensation is Just now stir*
ring the littlg town of Washington, Pa., Into an excitedcondition. It has been known for several days
by a few friends of the family of the late Dr. Julius
Lemoyne, of cremation fame, that somo persona
wore negotiating for the use of the crematory erected
by tho Doctor. It waa also known that the persona
ruferred to intended to cremate the body of aoma
one who had diod lately, but beyond thia nothing
waa known by any one in Waabington except
the sons of Dr. Lemoyne. The first publicity
given as to the coming cremation waa in a sportive
paragraph, which appeared In a Washington paper
ytMturday, auuouncing that the eereniouy would
take place to-day. Attempts wore made to ascertain
the name of the dead person, but tho Leinoynea
WOI1IU OOUIlDg KUUUI U) »" * * "'/ wwiu

plodged to aecrecy, mil llitt they worn iu poaaeMRion
of the nocesaury cortittcate ot death, aigned by
phyalcian in good standing. I* tM rumored that
the body wu from New York. Wbeu the qleven
o'clock train atarted for Waahington thla morning it
carrlud tno corpse of the unknown, and four or livo
goutlemen who accompanied it, among whom waa a

clergyman.
A VAOI7B ftTATEHKMT.

I attempted to Interview one of the gentlemen
while fn route, bat lie refaaed to give very much
iufot mutton. He aaid that he waa a brother of the
docoaaed. who waa a young man, twenty-four yeara
ot age at the time of uia death, He reaided in Mew
York city and died a month ago of oonautnption.
Owiug to trouble of Home kind in getting the oroniatory,the body had to be placed In a vault in a New
York cemetery and kept there until ita removal. The
gentleman aaid that he waa atrongly oppoaed to burn-
ing the body, aa waa all the family. Hut the doad
man hud exacted a pledge from tliem that hla body
aliould be burued. /ill endeavor* to dlacover tb«
name of the deconscd or of tlioae who brought the
body here have thua far falle<l.

WAM HK TUB MVkUKHlCU ANDREW TIIAGKY T
CM) reaching Washington, the tirea in the furnace*

ot the little crematory on the hill, whore Huron Vou
Paliu, Mra. Pitman and I)r. Lrinoyne were burned,
were found to be lighted. About one o'clock the
body wan placed In the catafalque and l>y three
o'clock it waa reduced to aalie*. No one waa allowed
to enter the buildlug except the relative* of the deceasedand tho Lu>moynea. About !t*e o'clock thla
ttcrnoon the town waa aet agog with the report

that the body waa that of Andrew Tracey,
the young lawyer lately hung af Bmethpoil
for tho murder of hla conain. Oninvestigationthere aeemed to be aoma truth
in the atory, A man who aided in putting the body
iuto the furnace aaya that the feature* of the doad
man ware very much diatorted, and that hia-neck
waa badly diacolorcd and had a deep purple mark on
the Dealt, aa though the man had been hnnged. Tlia
atory la now generally believed in Washington,
eapecially an Tracey waa anxious that hi* body ahould
be cremated. The box containing the body wenl to
Waahlngton, ftddreaaed to "0. W. gulrk." No one of
that name la known there, aud it la thought to be
the nam* of aoma one of the party who took Ut
body than.
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